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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the 
Invention was made. 

2. Claims 5-7, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Goiffon et al. (US 6,453,312 B1), hereinafter "Goiffon '312", in view of 
Singh (US 2003/0204759 Al), hereinafter "Singh". 

As per claim 5, Goiffon '312 teaches a method of searching fields of a 
data repository using state-sensitive term expansion, comprising: 

• "receiving, from a user, a query containing at least one condition for 
searching at least one field of the data repository, wherein the at least one 
condition includes at least one base search term" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 
and Figs. 4-8; 

• "obtaining one or more parameters indicative of a state of an environment 
in which the query is to be executed" at Col. 14 lines 44-65, Col. 23 lines 
30-40; 

• "obtaining, based on the one or more parameters and the base search 
term, one or more expanded search terms at Col. 15 lines 3-22; 
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• "modifying the query to contain one or more conditions based on tine one 

or more expanded search terms" at Col. 17 lines 5-30. 

Goiffon '312 teaches at Col. 23 lines 30-40 different degrees of expansion 
are based on one or more parameters such as system performance 
requirement, available processing and memory resources, but does not 
explicitly teach "one or more parameters comprise at least one parameter 
indicative of a date or time of day" as claimed. However, It Is obvious that 
system performance requirement, available processing and memory 
resources depend upon date or time of the day. For example, Singh teaches 
at [0051] that system utilization "depend on the time of the day, the day of the 
week". Thus, It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at 
the time of the invention was made to combine Singh with Goiffon's teaching 
so that the system utilization can be determined correctly based on time of 
the day to efficiently use of the system resources without overloading the 
resources. 

As per claim 6, Goiffon '312 and Singh teach the method of claim 5, 
Goiffon '312 also teaches: wherein "obtaining one or more expanded search 
terms comprises selecting a set of expanded terms from a plurality of sets of 
expanded terms, each set corresponding to a different level of expansion" at Col. 

15 lines 3-63. 
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As per claim 7, Goiffon '312 teaches the method of claim 6, wherein 
"selecting a set of expanded terms from the plurality of sets of expanded terms 

comprises: generating a level of expansion based on the one or more 
parameters; and selecting a set of expanded search terms corresponding to the 
generated level of expansion" at Col. 15 lines 3-63. 

As per claim 9, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 5, wherein "the at 
least one parameter indicative of a date or time of day is indicative of when the 
query is to be executed" Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4-8. 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Goiffon et al. (US 6,226,792 B1), in view of Goiffon et al. (US 6,453,312 B1), 
hereinafter "Goiffon '792" and "Goiffon '312", and further in view of "Singh". 

As per claim 1 , Goiffon '792 teaches a method of searching fields of data 
repository using dynamic term expansion comprising: 

• "obtaining a query containing at least one condition for searching at least 
one field of the data repository, wherein the at least one condition includes 
at least one base search term" at Col. 28 lines 21-38 and Fig. 10; 

• "generating a pointer to the identified set of expanded search terms" at 
Col. 19 lines 1-6; 

• "prior to executing the query, retrieving the query and the information 
related to the pointer and modifying the query to contain one or more 
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conditions based on one or more expanded searcli terms retrieved using 
the pointer" at Col. 28 lines 39-65. 

Goiffon 792 does not explicitly teach "storing the query and information 
related to the pointer" as claimed. However, Goiffon '312 teach a similar method, 
including the step of storing the query and information related to the pointer" at 
Col. 18 lines 15-25 and Col. 21 lines 18-25. Thus, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine 
the two Goiffon references in order to allow query to be executed in batch or at a 
later time, in order to reduce the workload on the database. 

Goiffon '312 teaches at Col. 23 lines 30-40 different degrees of expansion are 
based on one or more parameters such as system performance requirement, 
available processing and memory resources, but does not explicitly teach "one or 
more parameters comprise at least one parameter indicative of a date or time of 
day" as claimed. However, it is obvious that system performance requirement, 
available processing and memory resources depend upon date or time of the 
day. For example, Singh teaches at [0051] that system utilization "depend on the 
time of the day, the day of the week". Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine Singh 
with Goiffon's teaching so that the system utilization can be determined correctly 
based on time of the day to efficiently use of the system resources without 
overloading the resources. 
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As per claim 2, Goiffon 792 teaches the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising "modifying the identified set of expanded search terms after 
generating the pointer" at Col. 31 lines 1-17 and Fig. 15. 

As per claim 3, Goiffon 792 teaches the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising "recreating the pointer based on the information related to the pointer" 
at Fig. 15, 1514. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed June 24, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's 
arguments. 

Regarding claim 1 , applicant argued that "the prior art of references even 
when combined do not teach or suggest "obtaining one or more parameters ... 
indicative of a date or time of day," "obtaining, based on the one or more 
parameters and the base search term, one or more expanded search terms", and 
"modifying the query to contain one or more conditions based on one or more 
expanded search terms, " as recited in claim 1". On the contrary, Goiffon '312 
teaches at Col. 23 lines 30-40 different degrees of expansion are based on one 
or more parameters such as system performance requirement, available 
processing and memory resources : 
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^^varying degrees of expansion could be provided 
in response to the initial user request to view a 
selected Concept Element within the concept tree, as 
may be dictated by system performance requirement, and 
available processing and memory resource" 

(Goiffon ^312, Col. 23 lines 30-40). 

Goiffon '31 2 therefore teaches that the number of obtained expanded 
search terms depends upon "system performance requirement, and available 
processing and memory resources." For example, low system's processing and 
memory resource will result in less number of obtained expanded search terms. 

On the other hand, Singh teaches at [0051] that the utilization values for a 
system resource is varying, depend on the time of day, the day of the week. For 
example, during daytime the system loads may fluctuate more often because 
different working customers request different services and the system utilization 
is more stable at nighttime or weekends. Singh therefore presents the fact that 
"system performance requirement, available processing and memory resources" 
depends on time of the date or day of the week. 

In summary, Goiffon's teaches the number of expanded search terms 
depends upon system utilization or available resources, and Singh suggest 
time of the date or date of the week effects system utilization or available 
resource. Thus, combining Goiffon and Singh would result in obtaining one or 
more search terms based on time of the date or date of the week as claimed. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tine extension of 

time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571 ) 272-3978. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Khanh B. Pham/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 

October 15, 2008 



